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SIBF began my
publishing and writing
career, says publisher

2019 SN (33 585 / pesd 38 _wf'l;" 16

Writing is an unexpected
adventure: bestselling
author Yann Martel

the Trojan War. He starts to research

W ooy b

2020 may have been the year that
brought the world to a standstill, but
for independent publisher Sunono,
based in Scotland, it is just the start
of a promising journey, says its CEO
and founder Feda Shtia at the

39th Sharjah International Book Fair,
currently on at Expo Centre Sharjah.
“What makes our first ever book fair
experience even more special is that
it was a chance introduction at an
earlier edition of SIBF that paved the
way for my journey into writing and
publishing,” says Shtia, who launched
Sunono earlier this year.

She explained: “A couple of years ago
at SIBF, I was introduced to a project
launched by the ‘1001 Titles’ initia-
tive of Sharjah-based cultural organ-
isation, Knowledge without Borders,

that supported independent authors

with finance and even guided them
through the entire formalities of pub-
lishing a book. Authors were intro-
duced to publishers and illustrators
and we attended workshops and lec-
tures to upskill ourselves”

Armed with this inspiring founda-
tion, she decided to begin small and
self-publish a series of four bedtime
stories in 2017-18, featuring Deeb-
Deeb, modelled on her young son.
She says that “my experience of teach-
ing Arabic as a first language to Arab
students and as second language to
international students in Abu Dhabi
and Dubai for 14 years had also kin-
dled the desire to create books that
encourage children to read and learn
the language with pleasure”

Born in the UAE with Palestinian-

Jordanian roots, married to a Scots-

man and now living in the UK, Shtia
was also inspired to develop books
with multicultural characters that
allow children to travel the world
through stories, and accept and re-
spect cultural differences.
Establishing ties with like-minded
authors and illustrators to create chil-
dren’s fiction under the series Tales
from the Trees, she decided to pub-
lish both fiction and Arabic language
reading books under Sunono - an
Arabic word for ‘swallow, a migra-
tory bird found across the globe, but
which always returns home.

“The name was inspired by my mixed
cultural upbringing and my longing
for my roots and heritage,” said Shtia.
“I believe no matter where you go,

your ties with your roots never fade”

“For writers and visual artists, it be-
gins with observation,” said Yann
Martel, in an online session broad-
cast on November 7, at the ongo-
ing Sharjah International Book Fair
2020.

In an interview with Porter Ander-
son, Editor-in-Chief of Publishing
Perspectives, the bestselling author
of Life of Pi said his work originated
from observing the unusual.

“You tend to notice things as they
strike you - not just physical things,
but also emotions,” Martel said. “All
art starts with a certain discomfort
with things. Artists try to recognise
their discomfort with the world, and
create art as a result”

He endorsed celebrated novelist J.M.
Coetzee’s observation that all art re-
sults from ‘a steady gaze. “That steady
observation begins a thought process
that leads to a work of art - of course,
after a lot of work,” said Martel.

He illustrated it with the example of
his latest novel titled Son of Nobody,
which is in the final stages of comple-
tion. “It resulted from my reading of

a translation of The Iliad by Homer a

few years ago. The Trojan War fasci-

nated me, but what really caught my
attention was this commoner, Ther-
sites, who is the only person to pro-
test the war. That planted the seed for
Son of Nobody”

Martel lives with his novels for a long
time - three years in the case of Son
of Nobody. “I am a one-trick pony;’
he said. “I cannot work on multiple
books at the same time. I live with
my book, research it, keep going
back and forth as research throws
up new ideas. However, the gaze re-
mains steady.”

While the actual process of writ-
ing remains a mystery for Martel, “I
do have a plan of how to go about
it. When I write the first sentence, I
already know what the last sentence
would be. But I am still surprised.
Writing is like travelling. You may
have your plans, your backpack and
guidebooks, but it is still an adven-
ture that can turn out differently”
Son of Nobody is about a scholar
who unexpectedly gets a scholarship
to Oxford and while browsing old

texts there, discovers new aspects of

it, trying to reconstruct the period.
“It is a novel told in fragments, in
verses and footnotes as his research
uncovers new facts. There is a par-
allel story in the footnotes about a
scholar of those times, Solas, offering
an alternative perspective of the Tro-
jan War, called Soliad,” Martel said.
Talking about the future, he said: “I
am thinking about a few subjects for
my next work, but working on a nov-
el is both exhilarating and exhaust-
ing. I would like to relax and catch up
on my reading and play with my four
children for the next few months.”
However, there are two ideas vying
for his attention just now. “One is
about a teenage centaur that plays the
electric guitar and loves Elvis Presley
songs. I still do not know what to do
with it, but it could be the premise
for an East meets West meditation.
“I also bought the sea log maintained
by Christopher Columbus during his
travels at a sale some years back. The
idea of a ruthless and ambitious man
with no inkling about the conse-
quences of his travels also fascinates
me. Let us see where it goes,” Martel
concluded.

Those interested in attending the
SIBF 2020 online sessions should
register themselves via the Sharjah
Reads platform: sharjahreads.com.
Being held under the theme, ‘The
World Reads from Sharjah; the 39th
edition of the SIBF has adopted a ful-
ly digital format for the 64 events that
are being streamed on SBAs virtual

platform over the 11 days of the fair.
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Lebanon’s Books and Beyond pres-
ents richly illustrated chronicles

At a time when the world is consum-
ing more content online, one area of
publishing that has proven surpris-
ingly resilient is the area of coffee
table books.

Filled with stunning photographs
and richly detailed illustrations and
accompanied by well-researched
texts, coffee table books continue to
appeal to the imagination of readers
as perennial sources of visual inspira-
tion.

At the 39th edition of the Sharjah
International Book Fair currently on
at Expo Centre Sharjah, Sahar Helal,
Sales Manager of Lebanons Books
and Beyond, explained that although
the primary point of appeal of a cof-
fee table book is visual, the books
also spark conversations because of

their creativity and exclusivity.

Featuring a wide range of books on
Islamic art and architecture at SIBF
2020, Helal said the books trace the
architecture, calligraphy, ornamental
styles, painting, ceramics, textiles,
jewellery and glasswork of a vastly
accomplished and influential civilisa-
tion.

“Our books are sought after by con-
noisseurs of art and culture, public
libraries and museums, and cultural
institutions, amongst others,” she
said. “Those beginning to explore Is-
lamic art will also benefit from our
extensive and spectacular collection”
She added: “Books on Islamic art and
architecture offer a glimpse into a
glorious past. They offer a historical
and cultural overview of our shared
heritage and history, allow us to ex-
amine the changing artistic styles,
and draw attention to the exquisite

craftsmanship and artistic achieve-

SIBF Is an annual must
visit, says Emirati visitor

o r

ments of a bygone era”

One of the main collectibles at Books
and Beyond is The Art of the Pha-
raohs which, Helal points out, is a
magnificently illustrated 175-page
large format book that traces the
profiles of 34 kings and queens, and
offers intriguing insights into the his-
tory and art of ancient Egypt and its
pharaohs.

Other beautifully illustrated books
that bring to life great cultural trea-
sures and present a textured layer of
the past and present is The History
and Religious Heritage of Old Cairo.
Artists, architects and students of
design frequently visit the stand to
form ideas and find inspiration for
their works, she added. “Islamic ar-
chitecture, for instance, is celebrated
for its striking ornamental patterns,
symmetrical silhouettes, intricate cal-

ligraphy, vaulted ceilings and exqui-

site tilework.

“Modern architecture is slowly phas-
ing out the rich building traditions
of the past that have shaped our cul-
ture; but these lavishly illustrated and

well-researched books hold within
their pages important reminders of
our rich heritage”

The publisher is exhibiting in Hall 6,
Stand O4, at Expo Centre Sharjah.

2019 3 (p3 55 / prsdsh 8

To browse and buy their exquisite lit-
erary offerings, visitors to the Expo
must pre-book fixed 3-hour (renew-
able) visitation slots at registration.

sibf.com.
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12-year-old UAE resident

lJaunches debut novel at
SIBF 2020

2019 SN (255 / reeB 59 8

No such thing as too
many books!

Winning a writing competition last

year that offered a one-to-one men-
toring in both writing and publishing
a book is what kick started her writ-
ing project, said 12-year-old British
author Kande Summers, ahead of the
launch of her debut novel at the 39th
edition of the Sharjah International
Book Fair.

Going Home: Diary of a Teenage
Alien was launched on November 7
at Expo Centre Sharjah, where the
young author signed copies of her
books.

Summers, who won a competition
in the under-12 category organised
by Lit Publishing, received guidance
in drafting a novel over the course

of a year, and valuable advice on ap-

proaching publishers.

A resident of the UAE since age

seven, she has always been interested
in space adventures. She says she did
not have to struggle much while de-
liberating on the central theme of her
book. “The writing process was not
smooth all the time; but when I got
into the flow, I found I could flesh
out my characters and develop the
story in the right direction”
Writing through the adolescent lens
of the protagonist, Lizzy, Going
Home: Diary of a Teenage Alien of-
fers a dystopian and explorative per-
spective of how an intergalactic war
would change the world as we know
it today.

Summers, who began reading at a

very early age while attending Old-
field Primary School in Maidenhead,
England, developed a love of English
literature and various writing styles,
especially poetry.

She particularly enjoys visiting book
fairs with her parents, said the young
author, adding: “I think it is a cool
start to get my debut novel out at
SIBE”

Apart from writing, Summers is also
an accomplished artist and an aspir-
ing singer.

The young girl, who is home schooled
in the UAE, has one word of advice
for her peers: “Whatever it is that you
want to do, seek help and get the nec-
essary support. But put in the hard

work to reap the best results”

Young bookworms pushing massive
trolleys packed with books, educa-
tional materials and more, in be-
tween endless rows of immaculately
set up publisher kiosks across the
halls hosting over a thousand pub-
lishers at the 39th Sharjah Interna-
tional Book Fair (SIBF), sends out

several positive messages - but most
importantly, affirms that the love for
reading and exploration of different
worlds through the written word is
never going out of style.

At SIBF 2020, the old-world charm of
sifting through piles of books is being

enjoyed in a vibrant environment.

Socially responsible visitors, includ-
ing tiny tots sporting face masks and
practicing physical distancing as ad-
vised by their vigilant parents, are all
celebrating a browse-n-buy spree.

After all, there’s no such thing as too

many books!
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Sultan orders allocation of AED 10 million
for publishers

019 A (55 [ pedi8 . [1 DD

His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member of
the Supreme Council and Ruler of
Sharjah, has ordered the allocation of
AED 10 million for the purchase of
titles in Arabic and foreign languag-
es, which have been brought by the
1,024 publishers who are participat-
ing at the ongoing 39th Sharjah In-
ternational Book Fair (SIBF) organ-
ised by the Sharjah Book Authority

(SBA).

The announcement is in keeping with
His Highness’s leading efforts to sup-
port both regional and international
publishers to ensure the continued
growth of the book and knowledge
industries globally.

The annual tribute by the Sharjah
Ruler to publishing professionals
during SIBF witnesses a consider-

able increase this year, in light of the

unprecedented challenges the book

industry has faced in the wake of the
Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.

The books and resources purchased
at the fair will enrich the existing lit-
erary collections and academic ma-
terial available in various branches
of Sharjah Public Library across the
emirate, in addition to libraries in
Sharjah’s government departments,

as well as in academic institutions.

The grant will help populate these
institutions with the latest releases of
both Arabic and international pub-
lishing houses in genres of history,
literature, politics, arts, sciences and
technology, to benefit researchers,
scholars, academia, school and uni-
versity students, as well as champi-
ons of culture across Sharjah and the
UAE.

HE Ahmed bin Rakkad Al Ameri,

Chairman of Sharjah Book Author-
ity (SBA), said: “His Highness’s grant
communicates a message of reassur-
ance and support to book makers in
the region and around the world.
“The grant is a show of Sharjah’s be-
lief in the publishing industry’s mis-
sion and efforts to promote sustain-
able human development, peace and
progress.

“Through this grant, the Ruler of

Sharjah has been emphasising that
empowering libraries with the latest
products of knowledge and culture
is a direct investment in the future
of Sharjah and the UAE, as they will
enable especially children and the
youth to broaden their intellectual
horizons and develop their cultural
understanding of the world, and be-
come active partners in national de-

velopment”






